AUGUST 2016 * $4 A Publication of the San Fernando Valley Bar Association

Winners of the

Valley Lawyer
Art Contest
The Ins and
Outs of Patent
Law
A Unique Blend ©
of Music and
the Law
@Q%
@Qv\&
W



A NNVSNEBDIOR VALLEY BAR ASSOCIATION

INSTALLATION GALA
2
= . Sl

THURSDAY
SEPTEMBER 22, 2016
6:00 PM to 8:30 PM

Skirball Cultural Center
2701 N. Sepulveda Boulevard, Los Angeles

DOR Hosted Cocktail Reception
and Installation Ceremony
Business Attire

I $130 per Ticket | $1,300 Table of Ten
$1,250 Table of Ten for President’s Circle Members

esident’s Award SPONSORSHIP AND
: & ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES

ol PLATINUM SPONSOR $2,200

OLD SPONSOR Includes full-page ad in program booklet, ten tickets, and
acknowledgement on guest tables and by Master of Ceremony

GOLD SPONSOR $1,500

Includes half-page ad in program booklet, four tickets, and
ONALBA acknowledgement on guest tables and by Master of Ceremony

HBH = PROGRAM BOOKLET

ADVERTISEMENT $500
Program booklet is 5.5” x 8.5”. Advertise your services or offer a
congratulatory note to our honorees.

O PO NSO Contact events@sfvba.org or (818) 227-0490, ext. 105 to
purchase tickets and sponsorships. All ad copy must be
received by September 9, 201 6.
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Miguel: Out of
the Shadows
and Proud

HEN ROBERTA BLOOM
met Miguel in foster care,
he was somewhat unique: he

had actually chosen to be there. Miguel
had come out as gay and quickly found
his home life too toxic because of his
newly declared orientation. As Roberta
explained, “His family was okay with him
being gay, but not that gay.”

A Court Appointed Special
Advocate (CASA) was assigned while
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Miguel's case was still being adjudicated
and although Miguel could not bring
himself to testify against his mother, he
refused to return home. “When | met

LAURENCE N.
KALDOR

President

phenix7@msn.com

Miguel,” Roberta shares, “I thought,
‘How am | supposed to help him?’ I'm
an old, straight white woman. | knew
that | needed to help him meet more
people who had been through what he
was going through.”

Roberta reached out to the Los
Angeles Gay and Lesbian Center
in Hollywood who matched Miguel
with a mentor who could be both a
friend and a role model. His attorney

started the process of enrolling Miguel
in Recognize, Intervene, Support,
Empower (RISE), a project of the Los
Angeles Gay & Lesbian Center that

About the VCLF of the SFVBA

The Valley Community Legal Foundation is the charitable arm of the San Fernando
Valley Bar Association. The Foundation’s mission is to support the legal needs of
the youth, victims of domestic violence, and veterans of the San Fernando Valley.
The Foundation also provides educational grants to qualified youths pursuing legal
careers. The Foundation relies on donations to fund its work. To donate to the Valley
Community Legal Foundation of the SFVBA or to learn more, visit www.thevclf.org

and help us make a difference in our community.

LONG TERM CARE:

WILL YOU OUTLIVE
YOUR ASSETS?

ThePerfect LTCSqution‘m

Contact me to discuss
a very unique offering.

ThePerfect LTCSolution™
provides:

* LIFETIME Benefits
* Optional Cost
of Living

Adjustment (3%)

* 10-pay, 20- pay
or Single-pay options

* Guaranteed
Premiums!

* Backed by A+
rated carrier

Learn more at
Corpstrat.com/

ThePerfectLTCSolution™
or inquiry@corpstrat.com

10% of Americans
will need some type
of Long Term Care.

Whats your plan?

Corporate Strategies Inc

Martin Levy, CLU, Principal
1 800 914 3564

www.Corpstrat.com
Ca. Lic 0C24367

7 CORPORATE STRATEGIES, INC

INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES

www.sfvba.org
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THE VCLF AT WORK

The mission of CASA of Los Angeles is
to improve the lives of children in the
dependency system by pairing them
with trained volunteer advocates.
CASA seeks to reduce and reverse the
effects of child abuse and neglect.
Nowhere in the nation is the problem
greater than in Los Angeles County,
where 30,000 children who have been
abused or neglected are under the
jurisdiction of the Dependency Court.
“There are far too many Miguel’s
in the San Fernando Valley that need
our love and support,” expresses
Laurence N. Kaldor, president of
the VCLF. “We are grateful for
the continuous support that, you,
the Valley Lawyer readership has
provided—making a concrete and real
difference for those less fortunate
in the Valley. Your ongoing support
allows us to help the next Miguel find
happiness and peace in this world.”

Uolunteer 4 :(-,J ear 2003
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WORKERS’ COMPENSATION STATE CERTIFIED SPECIALIST
WILLIAM J. KROPACH

v All Workers' Compensation Injuries

v Referral Fee Paid Per State Bar Rules

v Chairman, Workers' Comp Section of SFVBA (1987 to 2009)

v Director, Valley Community Legal Foundation of SFVBA (1980-2000)
v Former Trustee of SFVBA

For Workers' Compensation Referral, call 818_609,7005

www.williamkropach.com « email:william@kropachlaw.com

T|:| SCHED\ULE. CALL JUDICATE WEST 800.488.8805

818.884.8474
= === = = =

connects gay and lesbian youth in the
foster care system with appropriate
services.

Over the next two and half years
Miguel bounced around between
group homes and temporary
placements. His grades suffered but
he was beginning to build a support
network outside the “traditional” foster
care system.

As Miguel’s support system grew,
he began to find stability and success
in other areas as well. He transitioned
into independent living, got a job at
McDonald’s and did the necessary
schoolwork in order to graduate.
Miguel even reconnected with family in
Utah, with whom he felt safe, spending
part of his summers away from Los
Angeles.

For Miguel, having a CASA was
key. “Roberta helped me so much. |
was living in a group home, and she
helped to introduce me to so many
people who wanted to help me.”

OUQP 35 year.s prem'ence
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In April 2016, Miguel did something
he never thought he would do—he
went to his prom. Roberta worked
with Glamor Gowns and Suit Up to get
Miguel outfitted for his big night. Miguel
was able to spend one night being a
teenager, without all the stress and
responsibilities of foster care life. And
then Miguel achieved something even
bigger—he was accepted into college.

Miguel’s story continues to be truly
inspirational. He is graduating high
school with his peers, going to college
in Utah near his family, and he knows
that his CASA team will provide support
throughout. For Miguel, Roberta’s role
was simple: “She helped me to become
comfortable with being myself.”

CASA is supported by the generous
contributions of individuals,
companies, and organizations. The
VCLF is proud to support CASA
and amazing people like Miguel and

Roberta Bloom. .
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HAS YOUR CLIENT BEEN

BURNED BY A STOCKBROKER?

SECURITIES LAW
Claims Against Stockbrokers
Stock Market Losses Caused by:
Excessive Trading in Account
Unsuitable Investments
Misrepresentation - Variable Annuities

Highest AVVO Rating 10.0 out of 10.0

LAW OFFICES OF
JONATHAN W. EVANS &
ASSOCIATES

40 Years in practice
Arbitrator for FINRA

NO RECOVERY - NO FEE
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

(818) 760-9880 » (800) 699-1881
(213) 626-1881
www.stocklaw.com

Superlawyer — Securities Litigation

12711 Ventura Blvd., Suite 440
Studio City, CA 91604

WWW.STVDa.org
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- -LEWITT HACKMAN

LEWITT, HACKMAN, SHAPIRO, MARSHALL & HARLAN
A LAW CORPORATION
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16633 Ventura Boulevard, Eleventh Floor
Encino, California 91436

www.lewitthackman.com
818.990.2120

Business & Civil Litigation

Commercial Finance
Corporate
Employment
Environmental

FAMILY LAW

Franchise & Distribution

Health Care

In tellectyg) Property

Mergers & Acquisitions

PERSONAL INJURY
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