
A Publication of the San Fernando Valley Bar AssociationJULY 2016 • $4

w
w

w
.s

fv
b

a
.o

rg

Unlocking Secrets: 
Public Safety vs. Personal Privacy

Meet Your 2016 Trustee 
Candidates



 ’M NOT SURE WHAT I AM MORE EXCITED ABOUT_

 honoring Judge Rosenblatt’s longtime service to the
 Valley Community Legal Foundation (VCLF) of the San 
Fernando Valley Bar Assocation or launching our fi rst 
ever Virtual Gala! The good news for me is that we get to 
do both!
 Many of you are probably thinking, “What’s a virtual 
gala?” Well, let me explain... Our mission at the VCLF (the 
charitable arm of the Valley Bar) is to better our community 
by providing funding for programs, scholarships, and 
opportunities to deserving 
recipients. To do that, 
we raise money. To raise 
money, we put on events. 
Gala Award ceremonies 
are a common method of 
fundraising, and just as the 
world is going digital, so too, 
is our Gala!
 The Virtual Gala is a 
way for people in the legal 
community to help us raise 
money in a fun and exciting 
way, and what could be 
more fun than experiencing 
a Gala from the comfort 
of your own computer, 
phone or tablet. The Virtual Gala does away with the rubber 
chicken dinner, and you can participate in a fancy dinner 
jacket or in the comfort of a t-shirt and your favorite sweat 
pants—because there is no jacket required! We’re still 
offering a silent auction (online), raffl e prizes, and goodie 
bags (delivered to your door), as well as lots of other ways 
to have fun and get involved.
 We are also paying homage to a very important person. 
Judge Michelle Rosenblatt is one of the most respected 

judges to have served on the bench in the greater Los 
Angeles area for the past twenty-three years. She is a 
delightful and kind person, gifted with a sound legal mind. 
Now, as she moves on to the next stage of her career, we 
are honoring her for her efforts in supporting the VCLF’s 
mission.
 As a leading board member of the VCLF for more than 
fourteen years, Judge Rosenblatt has spent countless 
hours of her spare time working on committees, projects 
and events. Her work has resulted in helping to raise 

tens of thousands of 
dollars and thereby 
improving the lives and 
circumstances of many 
less fortunate members 
of the San Fernando 
Valley community.
 I hope you read 
Terri Peckinpaugh’s 
touching and artful 
tribute to Judge 
Rosenblatt. I hope you 
thank our sponsors 
by supporting them. I 
hope you visit the silent 
auction, bidding high 
and often. And, more 

than anything else, I hope you see it in your hearts to honor 
the efforts of people like Judge Michelle Rosenblatt—who 
have done so much in the past—by donating to the VCLF 
and helping us continue in our mission.
 But now, as is appropriate for a Virtual Gala, please 
raise a glass and join me in a toast to the 2016 recipient of 
the prestigious Pearl F. Vogal President’s Award, the most 
Honorable Judge Michelle Rosenblatt—a giant in the hearts 
of our community and a lady with a giant heart herself.
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First Annual Virtual Gala 
Honors Judge Michelle Rosenblatt’s  
Service to our Community

VALLEY COMMUNITY LEGAL FOUNDATION

phenix7@msn.com

LAURENCE N. 
KALDOR
President

About the VCLF
The Valley Community Legal Foundation is the charitable arm of the San Fernando Valley Bar Association. The Foundation’s 
mission is to support the legal needs of the youth, victims of domestic violence, and veterans of the San Fernando Valley. 
The Foundation also provides educational grants to qualifi ed students pursuing legal careers. The Foundation relies on 
donations to fund its work. Please visit thevclf.org to donate. 
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  HIS YEAR, THE VALLEY
  Community Legal Foundation
  (VCLF) is pleased to present the 
2016 Pearl F. Vogel President’s Award to 
the Honorable Michelle R. Rosenblatt, 
Judge of the Superior Court (Ret.) to 
honor and thank her for over fourteen 
years of dedicated service as a member 
of the VCLF Board.
 Judge Rosenblatt served as a 
judge for twenty-three years: four on the 
former Los Angeles Municipal Court and 
nineteen on the Los Angeles Superior 
Court. Her courtroom assignments 
included Van Nuys, Pasadena, Burbank 
and the Stanley Mosk Courthouse in 
downtown Los Angeles, where she 
served with distinction in an unlimited 
jurisdiction civil court until her retirement 
in June 2016. In 2007, she received the 
San Fernando Valley Bar Association 
Judge of the Year Award. 
 Judge Rosenblatt is being honored 
with this President’s Award for her 
service to the community, not only on 
the bench, but for her tireless efforts on 
behalf of the VCLF. She has been an 
advocate for the community and an avid 
supporter of the mission of the VCLF. 
 Over the years, Judge Rosenblatt 
dedicated countless hours of her time 
to the VCLF and undertook innumerable 

tasks and projects, such as chairing 
the Dinner Committee for the highly 
successful 2008 Law Day Gala, as well 
as chairing a successful theater event 
in 2012 at the Cal State University 
Northridge Performing Arts Center. 
She served yearly on either the Grants 
or Scholarship Committees, served 
numerous times on the Nominating 
Committee, and formed a Committee 
in 2014 to create a New Member 
Board Manual. Judge Rosenblatt 
presented scholarship awards at 
high school graduations and regularly 
suggested nominees for the yearly 
VCLF Heroes in Law Enforcement 
Award.
 At our meetings, Judge 
Rosenblatt facilitated and contributed 
to lively debate on controversial 

issues, adding her own reasoning, 
intelligence and experience. Moreover, 
she always stated her positions in a 
cordial, non-confrontational way. She 
has always been the epitome of grace, 
dignity and professionalism in her 
personal and professional life.
 Judge Michelle Rosenblatt is 
a leader and an inspiration. She 
is a lovely, amazing person and 
friend to all of us. As she steps into 
retirement, she will be missed for her 
contributions to the success of the 
VCLF.
 From the bottom of our hearts, 
we thank Judge Rosenblatt for her 
support. She has made a difference 
to our community and to all of us who 
have known and served with her.

Photo By Michael Kaplan

By Terri Peckinpaugh

Honoring Honoring 
Judge RosenblattJudge Rosenblatt
Presenting the 2016 
Pearl F. Vogel President’s Award
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